o=  DESERT PHANTOMS

-MARKINGS FOR FIVE I/32 RF-HCS, TWO F-HES, AND ONE F-44G
SIZED FOR THE TAMIYA AND REVELL KITS-
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. RF-4Cs 106th Tactical Recon Squadron
e 117th Tactical Recon Wing
i " i Sheikh Isa Air Base, Bahrain, September 1990

Soon after Iraq's invasion of Kuwait, US military planners saw
the need for tactical reconnaissance aircrakt in theater that had
the ability to capture Iraq's military on camera. The Alabama
Alr Mational Guard's 117th TRW had recently undergene an up-
grade to their venerable RF-4Cs' cameras, and they were quickly
chesen to deploy to Bahrain. Six RF-4C were deployed in late
L August, followed by another pair in January when airmen from
the Nevada Air Naticnal Guard refieved the Alabama aimen.

e £4-1034, abovie, wat one of the initial jets to deploy and began

flying Desert Shield missions almost immediately upon arrival.
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RF-4C 64-1047 became the high fiyer of all deployed F-ds during
<~ Loz the conflict, flying a total of 172 sorties. After cessation of hos-
. o o Sniies tilities, several Alabama RF-4s received a fearsome sharks-
5 mouth, 38 well 12 mission markings in the shape of camels on
e I - the engine fixed ramp. Following the war and redeployment
stateside, Don Spering applied special markings to this Phantom,
o which it kept for the remainder of its fying career. It was re-
= . tired to the USAF Mussum at Wright-Fatterson AFB, Ohio, in
a f - 1894,
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The typical loadout for the Sheikh Isa-based RF-4Cs was
three extemal fuel tanks and an ANALG-131 ECM pod carried

Wanol To M onthe left inbeard wing station. The right inboard station was

empty. Late in February, towards the end of the air campaign,
several alreraft, including 64-1047, were seen camying an ALO-
184 ECM pod in place of the ALQ-131.
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F-4G 69-7263 561st Tactical Fighter Squadron
35th Tactical Fighter Wing
Sheikh Isa Air Base, Bahrain, January 1991

Undoubtely, the star of the Phantom Phleet during the war was
the F-4G, which periormed flawiessly. The 35th TFW deployed
from George AFE, CA, in early August 1380, immediately fol-
lowing the kagi imasion of Kuwait The F-4G weasel force was
extremely effective knocking out Iragi radar and SAM sites
throughout the war. This particular F4G served as the 35th TFW
flagship before and ater the war, but was toned down prior to
departing Geerge AFE with the removal of all color from the jet's
markings. Wing and squadron badges were removed prior to
leaving the United States. The TAC badge and white drop shad-
owrs on the WW tailcodes were removed once the war began,
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F-4E 71-1086 & 73-1199 3rd Tac Fighter Squadron
3rd Tactical Fighter Wing
-4 e m Incirik Air Base, Turkey

{both sides of fuselage) Late in the war, four F-4Es amived at Incidik to bolster the 7440th
Composite Wing in its Bght over northemn Irag. Due to logistical
reagons, these Phantoms’ Pave Tack pods didn't amive in theater
umtil after the war was over, but these jets did fly missions, armed
with CEU-ET cluster bombs against AAA sites. 71-1086, above,
attended Gunsmoke ‘83 at Nellis AFB during the summer of 1588
and still sported its special markings. 1t aft canopy was re-

fopposite side) placed after the war ended. During the war, its aft cancpy did not

camy crew names. The crew names given are after the canopy
swap. Applythe red dice decals over the red stripes on the aft
half ofthe tailfash 73-1199, below, was the first 3rd TFS jet to
fly a combat mizsion, Mving on 24 Februany, 1991, against lragi

AAA and SAM sites as ‘Bull 01.' Both Clark-based F-ds

festured unique USAF insignia. These are included on the bottom

ofthis decal sheet. Graffiti markings for the CEU-BT bombs are

also included.
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RF-4Cs 38th Tactical Recon Squadren
26th Tactical Recon Wing
Incirlik Air Base, Turkey, March 1991

Six RF-4Cs from the 25th TR'W, normally based at Zweibrucken
Alir Base, Germany, were deployed to Turkey for duties over north
ern lrag. 68-0580, above, would later become the final RF4C to
fly amywhere in the world when, after conversion to a GRF-4C, it
was fiown on a one-way mission in May 2015, 680583, below,
Is similarty marked The whale symbol on the left fixed engine
inlet was added during the jet's trip home. | was unable to find
n. any detals as to why it was added or its signiicance, other than
A 3 it was added at fuelirest stop ot Lajes AB, Azores, while en route
. to the United States for retirement. To model this jet as it was
during the GuliWar, leave this decal off All maintenance
stencils are in contrasting grays except for the vellow hoist mark
ings as shown at let. Use Speed Hunter Graphics sheet #32010
for the maintenance stencil decals required for all jets on this
sheet
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RF-4C 680370 was marked for the commander of the 26th
Tactical Reconnaissance Wing and was part of the package of
RF-4Cs deployed to Incidik. During Desert Storm, it few a totbal
of 17 missions betore retuming to Zweibrucken. ftis unlgue
amang the ZR Phantoms in having its greenharhite checkers
applied at the engine inlets as well as the top of the vertical
stabilizer. The edge of the engine inlets are very highly polished
on this Phantem. This Phantom’s Iragi flag onthe leftengine
inlet fixed ramp is unique from the other two jets on this sheet,
having larger green stars. Pay close attention,

he typical leadout of each of the Incirlik-based RF-4Cs was
three extemal fuel tanks and an AMALG-131 ECMped carried
on the left inbeard wing station. The right inboard station was
empty. Inaddition, each of these RF-45 was outfitted with the
ARN-101/DMAS navigation suite. ; -
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