SCALE 1/35 AF 35108

oelf propelled howitzep

Since WWII, the self-propelled guns in the United States Army inventory have been developed from tank
chassis. Operationally, such chassis could not fulfill the requirements for mounting a howitzer. Moreover, they
lacked armor protection for its crew.

At the end of WWII, the Cold War heightened. In response, the Army expressed a need for new, fully
armored, tracked type, self-propelled artillery during a meeting in Washington in January of 1952. Development
of such concept commenced soon after the meeting. The design consisted an aluminum-alloyed chassis with
amphibious capability and a turret with 360°traverse which carried either a 110mm or a 156mm barrel. Two
variants differing only in armament were designated T195 and T196. The barrel sizes were later replaced
with the more traditional 105mm and 155mm, respectively.

The T196E1 with a 155mm barrel and officially designated the M109 began production in 1961 following
improvements to both its diesel power train and suspension systems.

Production of the M108, with the 105mm barrel, began in 1962 replacing the M52 in active service.
Tactically, the M108 filled the gap with regards to firing range that existed between the M109 and a mobile
howitzer. _

The M108 received its baptism of fire in Vietham in 1966, but it was soon discovered that its mobility
wasn’ t comparable to artillery carried and transported by helicopter. However, with a 360°traversing turret
and armor protection, the M108s became fire support on military bases. By 1970, the U.S Army started a
gradual withdrawal of the M108 from Vietnam such that by 1974 the M108s were completely withdrawn from
service. The type was then supplied to allied nations thereby continuing its service life.
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Black = H2 C2 S2 21 70861 LC52
Brass =i C219 54 70801 LC75
Desert sand FS30279 B 250 71140 UA89
Duck egg green REE LR H74 C26 23 71009 UA96
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MI09 155mm self-propelled howitzer

forms the backbone of US Army artillery units.

M108 105mm self-propelled howitzer (1963)

M109 (1962) Share the same chassis and turret as MI109
The maximum range 14,600 meters. US Army use 155mm as the TSR3
=~ mainstream artillery equipment,
therefore M108 only produced
in small numbers.

West German Army version <
Distinguished by unique designs such
as short barrel, and lock bolt. Like MI109A1,
its maximum range is
18,000 meters.

M109A1 (1970)

9)’ P )M

The barrel is extended,
from 23 to 39-caliber,
and the maximum
range extends
3,500 meters.

iy ,,~ -'.';-::-.. qﬂ\"“

Incorporated
new gun mount and
lock bolt. The maximum
range extends to
24,000 meters
¥ with Rocket
Assisted
Projectiles
rounds.

M109AL Israeli Army version

Incorporated addition equipment such
as external machine gun mount

on combat
experience.

PzH74
Used by the Swiss Army.
Based on MI109A1 with new

R sl 2 NS loading system, rate of
s ,“.“-__.m“‘ oLl W7/ ‘dﬂ""' fire is improved to
OGS GgEh T

"""'"------ RIATES " (from M109A1’s 4 rpm).

M992

The newest
member in M109 family,

It can transfer 8 round per minute to the maximum range

M109 through its back door.
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‘ @ Brazilian Army.
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ROCA, 433rd Artillery battalion, 109th Mechanized Division.

&’ | Body Color: @@ Green FS34079
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ROCA, 994th Artillery battalion, 249th Mechanized Division.

&’ | Body Color: @ Green FS34079

£4925008




/E\ Belgian Army.
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Spanish Army, RACA 41.
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&’ | Body Color: @@ Olive drab FS34087

I FFV, 3rd Battalion, 6th Field Artillery Regiment.
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Il FFV, 1st Battalion, 40th Field Artillery Regiment.
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